
Chester Ray Crowder
May 26, 1929 - February 15, 2026

Chester Ray Crowder, age 96, of Chickamauga, Georgia, went home to be
with his Lord and Savior on Sunday, February 15, 2026. 

 Born in Kensington, Georgia, to the late Chester Lee Crowder and Bessie
Fitts Crowder, Ray was a lifelong resident of Chickamauga and a devoted
member of Elizabeth Lee Methodist Church. His life was a testimony of faith,
service, and steadfast love for his family and community. 

 Ray proudly served his country in the United States Army during the Korean
War. Following his military service, he continued to exemplify dedication and
leadership in all areas of his life. A 1948 graduate of Gordon Lee Memorial
High School, Ray excelled in both football and baseball, demonstrating early
on the determination and team spirit that would characterize his life. 

 Alongside his brother, the late Malcolm Crowder, Ray co-owned and operated
Crowder Supply in Chickamauga, faithfully serving customers and building
lasting relationships throughout the community. His commitment to public
service was extraordinary. For more than 50 years, Ray devoted himself to the
City of Chickamauga as Fire Chief, School Board Member, City Councilman,
and Mayor. His steady leadership and heart for service left a lasting mark on
the city he dearly loved. 

 He was an avid Atlanta Braves Fan, as well as, a member of the American
Legion and faithfully served on the Gordon Lee Alumni Association Board. In
1999, Ray was honored as a Distinguished Alumnus for Community and Civic
Accomplishment—an award that reflected his lifelong dedication to improving



the lives of others. 
 Above all, Ray was a loving and devoted family man. He was preceded in

death by his beloved wife, Martha Jo Mullis Crowder; his sister, Mattie Lowe
Taylor; and his brother, Malcolm Crowder. 

 He leaves behind a legacy of love and faith to be cherished by his daughters,
Connie Capehart and Karen Hicks; his sister-in-law, Juanita Crowder; his
grandchildren, Britt (Clayton) Jones, Kara (Jeremy) Van Brunt, and Beth
(Drew) Elliott; his great-grandchildren, Betsy Allen, Emery Van Brunt, Ellie Van
Brunt, and Cameran Elliott; and several nieces and nephews. 

 Ray will be remembered as a man of integrity, humility, and unwavering faith—
a devoted father, grandfather, great grandfather, brother, uncle, and friend
who will be deeply missed by all who knew him. Though he has entered his
eternal rest, his legacy of service, kindness, and Christian devotion will
continue to live on in the hearts of those he loved. 

 The funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 21, 2026,
in the funeral home chapel, with Pastor Zach Fitzpatrick officiating. The family
will receive friends from 9:00 a.m. until the service hour on Saturday. Memorial
contributions may be made to the Elizabeth Lee Methodist Church Fellowship
Hall Fund. 
Arrangements are by Wilson Funeral Home – J. Avery Bryan Chapel.



Cemetery Details

Chickamauga City Cemetery

Lee Ave.
Chickamauga, GA 30707

Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 21. 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (ET)

Wilson Funeral Homes - Chickamauga Chapel
215 Lee Ave. 

 P.O. Box 370
Chickamauga, GA 30707
(706) 375-2161
bo@wilsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.wilsonfuneralhome.com/

Funeral Service

FEB 21. 10:00 AM (ET)

Wilson Funeral Homes - Chickamauga Chapel
215 Lee Ave. 

 P.O. Box 370
Chickamauga, GA 30707
(706) 375-2161
bo@wilsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.wilsonfuneralhome.com/

mailto:bo@wilsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.wilsonfuneralhome.com/
mailto:bo@wilsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.wilsonfuneralhome.com/
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Tina Waters - February 24 at 01:40 AM

Tina Waters lit a candle in memory of Chester
Ray Crowder

James C. - February 19 at 05:26 PM

James C. purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Ba
sket for the family of Chester Ray Crowder.

February 19 at 01:05 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Chester Ray Crowder.

Kathy Bates - February 17 at 04:55 PM

Kathy Bates lit a candle in memory of Chester
Ray Crowder

https://www.wilsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Mike and Georgia Nance - February 17 at 02:09 PM

Such a fine man who will be fondly remembered by Chickamauga
residents. Thank you for your service in the Korean 
Conflict and many positions within the City. 
Sympathy to family and loved ones. RIP.

edna {Raymond}Gideon - February 17 at 02:00 PM

Edna {Raymond}Gideon lit a candle in
memory of Chester Ray Crowder

Julie Watson - February 17 at 08:33 AM

What a kind and thoughtful, wise man was he! He touched the lives
of so many. He served this town with humility and without respect of
persons. He didn't have a private agenda, and he was not self-
serving. Ray served every citizen of Chickamauga with fairness. He
lived by example may we all remember that. He was a true friend.

James Daggett - February 16 at 10:36 PM

Ray was one of the best neighbors anyone can have, he helped a
lot of people and was a true gentleman.
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Dan and Lynn Dye - February 16 at 12:27 PM

So sorry for your loss! He was a great man
and did a lot for the community!! Keeping you
and the family in our prayers!! 
Dan and Lynn Dye


